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Report to: Licensing and Environmental Health Committee, 14th June 2021 
 

Report of: Corporate Director (Homes & Communities) 
 

 
Subject: Air Quality Task & Finish Group Recommendations - Progress Report 

 
1. Recommendation 

 

That this Committee -  
 

1.1 Notes the contents of this report, and in particular the updates against each 
of the Task & Finish Group recommendations contained at Appendix 1. 

2. Background 
 
2.1 At its September 2017 meeting, this Committee agreed to convene a cross-party 

Member Task & Finish Group on Air Quality. 

2.2 The work of the Task & Finish Group was reported back to this Committee in January 

2019, with a decision taken to approve several recommendations made by the 
group. These included –  

1) Officers consider air quality impacts (as a health & safety implication) in the 

development of every Council Policy, formal decision, and key project by the 
Council 

2) Officers consider feasibility of installing electric vehicle infrastructure for 
residential streets in the most appropriate locations for air quality 

3) Officers to take full consideration of air quality in proposals for car parking in the 

City Centre 

4) Officers to investigate the feasibility and procurement and operation of ULEV pool 

cars and report their findings to the Council 

5) Officers to investigate the feasibility and impact of proposing an emission 
standard for Taxi’s licensed by the Council 

6) Officers to draft a Low Emission Strategy for adoption by the Council top include 
all the above recommendations 

2.3 This report will provide an update on progress against each of the recommendations 
with a tabulated update of progress provided at Appendix 1. 
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3. Information  
 

3.1 In respect of recommendation 1 it is the Council’s Corporate Leadership Team 
(CLT) who in a variety of ways are actively involved in the key directorate and 
corporate decisions taken at an operational level and are central to the advice 

provided to Members on matters of Policy. To that end it is CLT who will support and 
challenge potential decisions around air quality impact and mitigation and would 

expect to see air quality given due consideration as part of formal report writing. 

3.2 In respect of recommendation 2 officers are in the process of finalising a mapping 
exercise that will provide geographical layered information in respect of areas of 

poorer air quality, areas with limited off-street parking, existing EV charging 
infrastructure and land availability for alternative off-street charging infrastructure.  

3.3 This will enable officers to develop a report that zones the City according to the level 
of need for public charge points and where charge points could be best located to 

cater for the need. The report will also model the expected growth in electric vehicles 
in the City.  

3.4 On completion of the report officers will then discuss the findings with colleagues at 

Worcestershire County Council (Public Health and Highways) to explore potential 
opportunities to increase EV charging infrastructure where there is an identified 

need. 

3.5 In respect of recommendation 3 there has been no change in policy direction taken 
by the Council in respect of car parking charges or physical infrastructure and 

therefore no work has been undertaken. With economic recovery from COVID-19 a 
critical focus for the Council over the next few years any consideration of issues such 

as zoned parking charges would need to be carefully thought through so as not to be 
disadvantaging certain business areas over another. 

3.6 With the Council having been successful in obtaining significant capital Government 

funding for City Centre projects, then car parking will need to be considered as part 
of such schemes both as a complimentary factor but also to ensure that we are not 

significantly impacting on existing concentrations of air quality. 

3.7 In respect of recommendation 4, initial work was carried out prior to the COVID-19 
Pandemic which indicated that as a council there was a relatively low grey fleet 

mileage which could be linked to the size of the City, but also to aspects such as 
Environmental Health & Licensing (traditionally high grey fleet mileage) being 

delivered via a shared service. This would therefore make it more difficult to justify a 
shift to ULEV pool cars. 

3.8 It is also fair to assume that for the medium term at least, working practices have 

changed with home working and virtual attendance at meetings etc becoming part 
and parcel of each day. This will need to be monitored as again this will impact the 

need for pool cars with a reduced number of staff ‘in the office’ throughout the week.  

3.9 In respect of recommendation 5, a Taxi Strategy Task & Finish Group was set up 
during 2019 and one of its focus areas was vehicle emissions and ULEV/electric 

vehicles. The outcome of this work is that there is far more work to be undertaken to 
understand the challenges to our taxi drivers and operators in respect of a move 

away from tradition petrol and diesel vehicles. 
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3.10 It is positive to note however that the vast majority of licensed hackney and private 
hire vehicles are either Euro 4 (petrol) or Euro 6 (diesel) standard these being the 

highest standard vehicles for emissions. There are a small number of vehicles that 
do not meet these standards and are provided with age extensions where the 
vehicles remain in very good condition. So at this point in time there is neither the 

understanding or the basis to move forward with a strategy that seeks to direct our 
drivers and operators to which type of vehicles they should be driving. 

3.11 Finally, in respect of recommendation 6, the development of a Low Emission 
Strategy now needs to be reviewed considering the Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy the Council has approved. Consideration needs to be given to the purpose 

of and scope of such a strategy. 

3.12 Officers will liaise with the Chair and Vice Chair of both this Committee and the 

Environment Committee in respect of this recommendation to discuss the links it has 
with the Environmental Sustainability Strategy and to review whether this 

recommendation is practical to progress at this current time. 

3.13 So in summary, two of the recommendations have been fully completed, two partly 
progressed and aiming to be concluded during 2021/2022, one that has not been 

progressed due to limited opportunity and one that requires further consideration 
and review of its original intention. 

3.14 Annually this Committee receives a technical annual air quality update report (last 
reported September 2020) presented on our behalf by Worcestershire Regulatory 
Services and moving forward it is proposed that it is that report that formally 

updates this Committee on progress with the uncompleted recommendations listed 
at para 2.2. 

3.15 This will enable a single holistic air quality progress report to be presented that will 
include local air quality monitoring data, action planning updates as well progress 
with implementation of local measures such as the Task & Finish Group 

recommendations. 

 

 
Ward(s):   All 
Contact Officer: Lloyd Griffiths (Corporate Director – Homes & 

Communities) 
 lloyd.griffiths@worcester.gov.uk  

 01905 722233 
 
Background Papers: None 
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Appendix 1 – Progress against Air Quality Task & Finish Group Recommendations  

 
Recommendation Update  

Officers consider air quality 

impacts (as a health & safety 

implication) in the development 

of every Council Policy, formal 

decisions and key projects by 

the Council 

 

This has been implemented and led on through the Corporate 

Leadership Team with Corporate Director (Homes & 

Communities) providing lead advice. Where necessary technical 

support provided by Worcestershire Regulatory Services or a 

3rd party would be commissioned. 

 

Officers consider feasibility of 

installing electric vehicle 

infrastructure for residential 

streets in the most appropriate 

locations for air quality 

 

Mapping exercise underway and close to completion that 

profiles those areas of poorest air quality, those streets with 

limited off-street parking and land availability for off-street 

charging points. A report will be developed around this piece of 

work and it is intended to present and discuss this piece of 

work with colleagues at Worcestershire County Council to 

explore potential opportunities to increase EV charging 

infrastructure in key areas utilising a range of land 

opportunities. 

 

Officers to take full 

consideration of air quality in 

proposals for car parking in the 

City Centre 

 

To date there has been no change in policy direction in respect 

of amending car parking charges or physical changes to car 

parks that would require air quality to be taken into account.  

 

Officers to investigate the 

feasibility and procurement and 

operation of ULEV pool cars and 

report their findings to the 

Council 

 

Initial analysis showed that business mileage was relatively low 

across the Council, therefore making feasibility of a pool car 

scheme difficult. The number electric vehicles on the council’s 

fleet has increased with several vans and further trials being 

undertaken on larger vehicles supporting the work of 

Environmental Operations. In addition, Parking Services are 

looking at introducing e-bicycles to assist them in getting 

around the City more efficiently. Obviously COVID-19 has 

changed the landscape of how we work with more emphasis on 

home working and it will take some months to understand 

whether such a change is permanent or semi-permanent and 

how this will impact business mileage. 

 

Officers to investigate the 

feasibility and impact of 

proposing an emission standard 

for Taxi’s licensed by the Council 

 

The Taxi Task & Finish Group looked at vehicle emission 

standards as a focus area. It was evident that vast majority of 

licensed taxi vehicles were of either Euro 4 (petrol) or Euro 6 

(diesel) standard with only a minority benefitting age 

extensions Euro 4 or Euro 6 is the highest standard that can be 

met, apart from hybrid or electric vehicles. The Department for 

Transport are due to review vehicle standards in the future 

which it is assumed will direct Licensing Authorities in setting 

local policies. 

  

Officers to draft a Low Emission 

Strategy for adoption by the 

Council top include all the above 

recommendations 

 

The Council’s Environmental Sustainability Strategy is the 

principle strategy that a LES could hang off but is a significant 

piece of work that is both internal and external facing and 

would require significant support and sign up from key 

partners. It is intended to develop a briefing note for Chair and 
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Vice Chair of this Committee and Environment Committee in 

respect of options around LES to discuss direction of travel. 

  

 


